
Requesting the Deactivation of a Local Fraternity 
This overview is an application of national guidelines and OFS legislation in the case of fraternities 
bonded to the OFM Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, effective 30 January 2025. 

 

The deactivation of a canonically established fraternity requires a pastoral and fraternal 
visitation. If the fraternity is no longer meeting or refuses such a visitation, the report may 
simply acknowledge that, documenting the attempts to schedule a visitation. That refusal would 
usually be sufficient cause to suspend or deactivate a fraternity. 

The reports should express the current state of the fraternity, express the reasons why the 
visitors believe the fraternity should be (or might in the future be) deactivated. If the decision to 
deactivate has not been finalized by the time of the visitation, the REC may have asked the 
visitors to lay out specific goals for the council or the fraternity, which should be included in the 
report. 

The fraternity has the canonical right to petition to be reactivated for 100 years. However, they 
must demonstrate that they have addressed whatever concerns led to their deactivation. Thus, 
the last reports and the REC request for deactivation must describe these concerns sufficiently 
that someone at a later date will know what should be assessed before reactivation might be 
granted. 

If one or both parts of the report are not available, the request from the REC to deactivate the 
fraternity should explain why and give phone and email for those responsible (ultimately the 
regional minister, or possibly their delegate if assigned, and the regional spiritual assistant 
assigned to that visitation, or all of the CRSA if no one RSA was assigned). 

 

A complete request for deactivation should be sent by email to < ofs.assistant@friars.us > with 
the following attachments: 

o Report from the most recent fraternal and pastoral visitation(s) 
o Letter from the local fraternity council or its minister requesting deactivation (or 

explanation why this letter is not available) 

And the following information (may be included in the attachments or in the body of the email): 

o Name of the fraternity, location (parish and city) where they meet 
o Friar province responsible for establishing the fraternity 
o Name and contact information for the local minister (phone, email, mailing address) 
o Contact information for the regional minister (phone and email) to include in the cover 

letter to the bishop, in case he wants more information about OFS in his diocese 
o Name and mailing address for the local bishop responsible: 



o This might not be the local Roman Catholic bishop. There are fraternities in the 
USA established in an Eastern Catholic diocese or in the Ordinariate of the Chair 
of St. Peter (Traditional Latin). 

o Please also include, if known, the office to which this should be addressed in the 
chancery, and the name of the contact person there. In some cases, the 
paperwork is filed with the Office for Religious—but not necessarily. If unknown, 
I usually address this directly to the bishop.  

o Is there a particular pastoral concern? If this is not sufficiently addressed in the 
visitation report(s), it should be detailed in the email. For example, there might have 
been a difference of opinion and ensuing argument; or there might have been an 
extraordinary effort on the part of remaining members to bring new life and new 
members to their fraternity. In either case, I might want to reach out to some or all of the 
members with a pastoral message. 

o Plans for remaining members to join another fraternity or fraternities; or any difficulties 
in connecting active members with a new fraternity. 

o If the regional secretary or a different member of the REC maintains the regional 
records, then the name, email, and mailing address of that person should be identified to 
receive the copies sent to the REC. The regional minister will still receive copies by email. 

o Whether the fraternity is actually ready for deactivation or if time is needed still for them 
to make arrangements (for example, to determine the disposition of any assets). 

 

If the fraternity members have already all joined other fraternities, this should be noted in the 
request. The deactivation decree will then be addressed to the regional minister. 

Please consult the Handbook for Spiritual Assistance published by the Conference of National 
Spiritual Assistants for details about the entire process leading to deactivation and many options 
that might help a fraternity in distress avoid this outcome. 

 

Note that the friars may, for cause, choose to deactivate a fraternity outside of the usual process. 
This would only happen if the fraternity has been in serious difficulty, has been notified by the 
friar province, and has refused to respond or refused to amend their behavior; and the REC also 
refuses to respond in a timely fashion. In such a case, the deactivation simply acknowledges the 
fraternity’s abandonment of the spiritual and pastoral assistance from the friar province. 
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