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Rite of Admission to the Secular Franciscan Order

Description of the Rite

The Rite of Admission, which proceeds the time of Candidate formation, should be simple and plain. It is appropriate that this entrance take place within the celebration of the Word God with the fraternity present.

The elements that should be clearly and evidently highlighted for the new Candidate are the following:

· the request and the will to experience to the gospel life, like Francis of Assisi;

· having in mind that the request is related to a possible future commitment to live this way of life, with the help of a fraternity, in communion and harmony with the whole Franciscan Family.

Present at this rite are:

· those who are to be admitted as Candidates;

· a priest who is the SFO Spiritual Assistant or the superior a Franciscan religious community to which the secular fraternity is especially connected and who presides over the liturgical rite. In case of necessity another priest can be delegated by the Regional Spiritual Assistant.
· the Minister of the fraternity who receives the new members in the name of the fraternity council
. The Minister should occupy a significant place in the celebration to bring out the meaning of the office.

· the Formation Minister or the delegate for formation, where there is one;

· the local fraternity.

· If, for good reasons, the Rite of Admission is celebrated without the presence of a priest, the Minister presides at the celebration as well as receiving the candidates for the time of formation.

A fraternal social gesture of welcome to the new Candidates can follow the Rite of Admission, as an expression of joy and a pledge of fraternal support.

Before the Rite

It is fitting that the Rite of Admission, which precedes the time of Candidate formation, take place within an appropriate celebration of the Word of God, but not during the Mass.  The rite is to be simple and performed within the fraternity. The members of the fraternity should follow along in their Ritual on Page 11.
Before the celebration is about to begin, an admonition is given by one of the fraternity members in these or similar words:

Lector
The Lord has called us

to live the gospel way of life in fraternity,

as he showed it to St. Francis of Assisi.

He brings us together today

to receive those who, moved by the Holy Spirit,

have asked to be admitted into the Secular Franciscan Order

and want to begin their time of formation

which will culminate in their profession

or commitment to the gospel life.

We will now renew our faith in the Holy Spirit

and call on him:

May he give us the grace

to encourage and sustain their proper formation

and to walk with them to attain their goal.

Opening Rite

The rite begins with a suitable hymn.  Then the Spiritual Assistant or the priest celebrant makes the Sign of the Cross and greets the fraternity. 

Celebrant:

Let us acknowledge the presence of God and turn to him in prayer.  (Pause)

Lord our God, you have sent your Son, Jesus Christ

to be for us the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that these your people who are asking to be admitted into the Secular Franciscan Order, and all of us, may hear the words of the Gospel fully and may observe them attentively. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  All: Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

Before the first reading, these words of exhortation of St. Francis may be read from the Letter to All the Faithful (14:2-3):

Lector
Let us hear the Word of God in the spirit of our blessed father Francis who encourages us: “In that love which is God, I beg and implore you to hear these fragrant words of our Lord Jesus Christ with humility and love, putting them into practice with all gentleness and observing them perfectly.”

First Reading: Rom 6:3-11 “Let us live a new life”
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans:
You have been taught that when we were baptized in Christ Jesus we were baptized in his death; in other words, when we were baptized we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live in new life.

If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also imitate him in his resurrection. We must realize that our former selves have been crucified with him to destroy this sinful body and free us from the slavery of sin. When a man dies, of course, he has finished with sin.

But we believe that by having died with Christ we shall return to life with him: Christ as we know, having been raised from the dead will never die again. Death has no power over him any more. When he died, he died, once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in that way, you too must consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 23:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,

the world and all its peoples.

It is he who set it on the seas;

on the waters he made it firm. R.
Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?

Who shall stand in his holy place?

The man with clean hands and pure heart,

who desires not worthless things,

who has not sworn so as to deceive his neighbor. R.
He shall receive a blessing from the Lord

and reward from the God who saves him.

Such are the men who seek him,

seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.
 Alleluia, alleluia. (sung)

Verse before the Gospel:

I count all things worthless but this:

to gain Jesus Christ and to be found in him.

Alleluia, alleluia.  (sung)

Celebrant:

Gospel Reading: Mk 1:12-15 “Repent, and believe the Good News”

A READING FROM THE Holy Gospel according to Mark
The sprit drove Jesus into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. “The time has come,” he said, “and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

The priest celebrant gives a brief homily

Rite of Admission

Those to be admitted as Candidates together express their desire to enter the Secular Franciscan Order. The Minister receives their request in the name of the fraternity. This can be done in the form of a dialogue, in these or similar words:

Formation Minister:

Would those who are asking to be admitted into the fraternity please come forward, namely, N.N.

Minister:

My friends (or calling them by name), what is your request?

Candidates:

We here present ask to enter this fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order, so that we may live more intensely and faithfully the grace and dedication of our baptism by following Jesus Christ according to the teachings and example of St. Francis of Assisi.  In this way we intend to be of service to all through our secular state of life for the glory of God and to fulfill his plan of love in behalf of all people.

Minister:

The Fraternity of Lady Poverty Fraternity is pleased to accept your request.  I, therefore, receive you into the Secular Franciscan Order so that you may begin your time of formation and experience our Franciscan life.
Celebrant:

The Church and the Franciscan Family accept and confirm your sincere intention.  May the Lord allow you to persevere in this desire and to be a leaven of Gospel life within the world.

All:
Thanks be to God.

Blessed are those who love the Lord with their whole heart,


With their whole soul and mind,


With all their strength,


And love their neighbors as themselves.

Blessed are those who despise the ways of the flesh


With their vices and sins,


And receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed are those who produce worthy fruits of penance.

Oh, how happy and blessed are these men and women


When they do these things and persevere in doing them,


Because “the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon them”


And he will make “his home and dwelling among them.”

And they are children of the heavenly Father,


Whose work they do,

And they are spouses, brothers, and mother of 

  
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Presentation of the Rule and the Tau Cross

While the Formation Minister presents a copy of the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order to each of the newly admitted Candidates, the Minister says in these or similar words:

Minister:

The Rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following the example of St. Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the inspiration and the center of his life with God and with people.

May this too be your way of life.
While the Formation Minister presents to each of the newly admitted Candidates the distinctive sign of the Order (the Tau Cross), the Minister says in these or similar words:

Minister:

As you turn toward Christ in the spirit of St. Francis, receive this sign, the TAU Cross, of the Secular Franciscan Order and become one with us.

The General Intercessions, the Lord’s Prayer, and a concluding prayer, perhaps taken from the writings of St. Francis, follow.

Then the Minister addresses the new members of the fraternity in these or similar words:

Minister:

N.N., the Secular Franciscan Fraternity of Lady Poverty very gladly promises to help you in your journey with friendship, prayer, and the witness of its life. You, on the other hand, strengthen our fraternity in numbers, by virtue of your presence and participation, and through the sharing of your special gifts.

You are most welcome!

All the members then exchange a sign of peace.  Meanwhile a suitable hymn may be sung.

Blessing

The rite concludes with the Blessing of St. Francis: (If a Priest or Deacon presides – if a lay person presides then use the form “May the Lord bless us” etc,)
Celebrant:
May the Lord bless you and keep you.

All: Amen.

May his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.

All: Amen.

May he look upon you with kindness, and give you his peace

All: Amen.

May the Lord bless you, 

† Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  All: Amen
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