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Formation Periods, Training, Documentation and Rites
Orientation Period
This process begins when a person first visits a fraternity and expresses an interest in joining the SFO. This period of time should be a minimum of 3 to 4 months (CF NS Art 19). Then with the approval of the Fraternity Council a Ceremony of Welcoming should be conducted.

Supporting Material for Council Ceremony of Welcoming Approval:
· Information Sheet – Exhibit 1

· Application for Admission to the SFO – Exhibit 2
Ceremony of Welcoming
Recognizes the person as an Inquirer. Ceremony conducted as part of regular Monthly SFO Meeting
· Participants: Minister, Formation Minister, New Inquirer

· Source: Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order, Page 9

· Material provided by the Fraternity: Life of St Francis, (Examples “ Life of St Francis by Thomas of Celano”, “Journey and the Dream” - Murray Bodo, “St Francis of Assisi”- Omer Englegert, Life of St Francis of Assisi – St Bonaventure)

· Assign a Sponsor: If practical it is desirable to assign the Inquirer a professed member of the fraternity as a sponsor during the initial Formation Period.

Inquirer Period

The Inquiry period begins after the Welcome Ceremony and lasts for a minimum of 6 months (CF NS Art 19). At the end of that period with the approval of the Fraternity Council a Rite of Admission to the SFO should be conducted.
Supporting Material for Council Rite of Admission Approval:
· Request for Admission Approval Information – Exhibit 3
· Baptism and Confirmation, (Marriage or Holy Orders if necessary) certificates
· Additional supporting material required by the individual’s spiritual status, Example: Copy of Annulment, Release from another religious or third order.

Rite of Admission
Formally admits the person as a member of the SFO and begins the Candidate phase of their formation. Ceremony is conducted as part of regular Monthly SFO Meeting outside of the Mass. (May precede or follow a Mass if circumstances require.)
· Participants: Celebrant (Priest, Deacon, Spiritual Assistant or designate), Minister, Formation Minister, Reader

· Source: Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order, Page 11

· Material provided by the Fraternity: Copy of the SFO 1978 Rule, 2001 SFO General Constitution and 2003 National Fraternity Statues, TAU Cross (USA sign of membership in the SFO i.e. the “habit” of the SFO).
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Candidate Period

The Candidate period begins with the Rite of Admission and lasts for a minimum of 18 months (CF NS Art 19). At the end of that period with the approval of the Fraternity Council a Profession Ceremony should be conducted.

Supporting Material for Council Profession Approval: 
· Request for SFO Profession – Exhibit 4
· Letter of Profession Intent – Exhibit 4A

· Pre Profession Questionnaire – Exhibit 4B
· Interview with Spiritual Assistant (letter)
Rite of Profession 
Formally receives the Candidate as a professed member of the SFO. Should be conducted during the sacrifice of the Mass.
· Participants: Celebrant (Priest or Spiritual Assistant, if fraternity has no Spiritual Assistant then contact Regional Spiritual Assistant for delegation to another Priest or Deacon), Minister, Formation Minister, Reader

· Source: Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order, Page 18

· Material provided by the Fraternity: New Testament (Not a Bible), San Damiano Crucifix, Candle, (Ring - optional)
Recommended Texts for Inquirer and Candidate Initial Formation
The Franciscan Journey by Lester Bach OFM (Smoky Valley Printing) 
FUN For Up to Now 

SFO 1978 Rule, 2001 SFO General Constitution and 2003 National Fraternity Statues
Material is available from any of the following resources.
· Franciscan Resources, 1-800-772-6910 or franres@wcta.net
· Franciscan media

· Smoky Valley Printing, Box 189, Lindsborg KS 67456 (785) 227-2364) Email lindabc@kans.com
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