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Dear Secular Franciscans,

We urge your Fraternity to consider the following for ecumenical action:

Jesus teaches us to ‘Go…teach all nations’ (Mat 28:19) with love and humility  Our popes, Saint Francis, and Pope Francis, urge us to promote christian unity and justice by ecumenically reaching out to all Faith traditions with Franciscan love and charity.  It makes sense then that we secular Franciscans reach out beyond our own fraternities to try to seek out non-Roman Catholic  Franciscans.  On the international level there are some in the Episcopalian/Anglican and Lutheran Faiths, even in other non-protestant traditions.  But we don’t know exactly where.  In our Region let us find out.  We know of an Episcopal church in Tampa, FL which has active secular Franciscans.  One of our own seculars occasionally attends their meetings in an ecumenically way.  

This is to suggest your fraternity discuss how you might contact one of the above protestant  churches, if any in your area, either by phone, email, or personally.   One of your own seculars might have a protestant friend with whom they could inquire.  Do they know of any Franciscan person or group in their church?  Any experience you have on how to share/exchange Franciscan charisms with others, would be greatly appreciated by us -  especially any successful outcome you experience.  We in turn will pass those comments on to our Region.

Thank you for all you do for Franciscanism.  We would love to hear from you.

Peace and All Good,


Jim Beck OFS
Ecumenical Council
Stigmata of St. Francis  Fraternity
Sarasota, FL
 jayteebe1@gmail.com

