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Up to the year 1508 Third Order members
wore a habit. After 1508 the use of a habit was
changed to the wearing of a large scapular
(two large pieces of cloth worn front and back)
that were held together by a piece of rope
worn around the waist. The scapular part be-
came smaller until it became two small pieces
of cloth held together with string and worn
around the neck. The rope around the waist
no longer served a practical purpose and was
replaced with a string that was worn around
the waist and under the outer clothes of a Lay
Third Order member. At that point in time
the original intent of the scapular, with cord
to hold it together, became obsolete. After
1978 (the time of the updated Pauline Rule)
the habit for Secular Franciscans was changed
from the smaller scapular and cord to the

TAU CROSS.

(Made by Lesley V. for St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity
Boynton Beach, Florida)
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The Franciscan Tau Cross
(An Explanation)




