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Jose Ayala, OFS
AyalaSantaM13@tampabay.rr.com

Vice Minister
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Secretary
Georgia J. Ferreira, OFS

MESSAGE FROM OUR MINISTER
This past weekend, right after Mass, a stranger came
up to me and said: "excuse me but the Holy Spirit
told me to tell you that He is with you and everything
will be ok." Comforting words from that lady. In like
manner, this is our duty. To remind, even strangers,
of the love of God, especially in this season.
Christmas Blessing:
May the Lord bless us with his very presence this
Christmas season. Where there was no room for
Him, may He find room for us in His heart.

rockferreira@aol.com
Pax et Bonum Jose

Formation Director
Lucy Feliciano, OFS
stfranstclar@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Joan Holdman, OFS
Phone: 863-292-0769

Councilor-at-Large
Emily McDonald, OFS
Phone: 863-678-1851

May Peace be your gift at Christmas and your Blessing

Council: Fri., December 05, 2017
6:30pm — H.S.C.C. School
Fraternity: Sat., December 09, 2017
9:30am — Making Christmas Presents for Shut-in/nursing home patients.
9:30am — Potluck Christmas Dinner.
Remember: Your Fair Share $55.00

FRANCISCAN SAINTS FOR DECEMBER

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Deacon John
Karen Rooney’s husband
Jose and Vilma
Rosemary Shaffer
Sr. Madeleine

e

BIRTHDAY
Joan Holdman - 12/19
Angelika Trevino - 12/26

December – Month of the Incarnation

1. Bl Marie-Angele Astorch, Virgin
2. Bl. Raphael Chylinski, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order
3. St. Francis Xavier, Priest
4. Bl. Francois Galves, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order
5. Bl. Peter of Siena, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular
6. Bl. Elisabeth la Bonne, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular
7. Bl. Louis Beltrame Quattrocchi, Confessor
8. Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
Patroness of the Seraphic Order,
12. Discovery of the tomb of St. Francis 1820
15. Mary Queen of the Seraphic Order
25. Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Holy Day of Obligation
29. Bl Gerard Cagnoli, lay brother, religious of the
Franciscan 1st Order
31. St. Gaspard Buffalo, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular

Franciscan Sister Mariella Erdmann painted this portrait of
St. Clare of Assisi found at the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity
Motherhouse, Manitowoc, WI.

Once Saint Clare was seriously ill, so that she could not go to say the Office in church with the
other nuns. When the solemnity of the Nativity of Christ arrived, all the others went to matins,
and she remained in her bed, unhappy that she could not go together with the others to have that
spiritual consolation. But Jesus Christ, her spouse, not wishing to leave her this way without
consolation, had her miraculously carried to the Church of Saint Francis to be present for the
whole Office of matins and the night Mass, and besides this, to receive Holy Communion, and
then had her carried back to her bed.
When the office in San Damiano was finished and the nuns returned to Saint Clare, they said to
her: “O Sister Clare, our Mother, what great consolation we’ve had on this Holy Nativity! If only
it pleased God that you could have been with us!” And Saint Clare replied: “My sisters and
dearest daughters, I give thanks and praise to Our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, because I have been
present at all the solemnities of this holy night, and at greater ones than you have been, with
much consolation to my soul, for by the intercession of my father Saint Francis and by the grace
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, with the ears of my body and spirit I heard the whole Office and the
music of the organ there and in that very place I received Holy Communion. Therefore, rejoice
and thank for such grace shown to me.” (Francis of Assisi The Prophet Early Documents, Vol.
III, p. 626)
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"The manger was prepared, the hay had been brought, the ox and ass were led in. There simplicity was honored,
poverty was exalted, humility was commended, and Greccio was made, as it were, a new Bethlehem."

Fresco of the first crib by Giotto and assistants
in Basilica of Saint Francis in Assisi

Francis´ highest intention, his chief desire, his uppermost purpose was to observe the holy Gospel in all things
and through all things and, with perfect vigilance, with all zeal, with all the longing of his mind and all the
fervor of his heart, "to follow the teaching and the footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ." He would recall Christ´s
word through persistent meditation and bring to mind his deeds through the most penetrating consideration. The
humility of the incarnation and the charity of the passion occupied his memory particularly, to the extent that he
wanted to think of hardly anything else.
What he did on the birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ near the little town called Greccio in the third year before
his glorious death should especially be noted and recalled with reverent memory. In that place there was a
certain man by the name of John, of good reputation and an even better life, whom blessed Francis loved with a
special love, for in the place where he lived he held a noble and honorable position in as much as he had
trampled upon the nobility of his birth and pursued nobility of soul.
Blessed Francis sent for this man, as he often did, about fifteen days before the birth of the Lord, and he said to
him: "If you want us to celebrate the present fast of our Lord at Greccio, go with haste and diligently prepare
what I tell you. For I wish to do something that will recall to memory the little Child who was born in
Bethlehem and set before our bodily eyes in some way the inconveniences of his infant needs, how he lay in a
manager, how, with an ox and an ass standing by, he lay upon the hay where he had been placed. "When the
good and faithful man heard these things, he ran with haste and prepared in that place all the things the saint had
told him.

St. Francis of Assisi – The Christmas Crib
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But the day of joy drew near, the time of great rejoicing came. The brothers were called from their various
places. Men and women of that neighborhood prepared with glad hearts, according to their means, candles and
torches to light up that night that has lighted up all the days and years with its gleaming star. At length the saint
of God came, and finding all things prepared, he saw it and was glad.
The manger was prepared, the hay had been brought, the ox and ass were led in. There simplicity was honored,
poverty was exalted, humility was commended, and Greccio was made, as it were, a new Bethlehem. The night
was lighted up like the day, and it delighted men and beasts. The people came and were filled with new joy over
the new mystery. The woods rang with the voices of the crowd and the rocks made answer to their jubilation.
The brothers sang, paying their debt of praise to the Lord, and the whole night resounded with their rejoicing.
The saint of God stood before the manger, uttering sighs, overcome with love, and filled with a wonderful
happiness. The solemnities of the Mass were celebrated over the manger and the priest experienced a new
consolation.
The saint of God was clothed with the vestments of the deacon, for he was a deacon, and he sang the holy
Gospel in a sonorous voice. And his voice was a strong voice, a sweet voice, a clear voice, a sonorous voice,
inviting all to the highest rewards. Then he preached to the people standing about, and he spoke charming words
concerning the nativity of the poor king and the little town of Bethlehem.
Frequently too, when he wished to call Christ Jesus, he would call him simply the Child of Bethlehem, aglow
with overflowing love for him; and speaking the word Bethlehem, his voice was more like the bleating of a
sheep, His mouth was filled more with sweet affection than with words. Besides, when he spoke the name Child
of Bethlehem or Jesus, his tongue licked his lips, as it were, relishing and savoring with pleased palate the
sweetness of the word.
The gifts of the Almighty were multiplied there, and a wonderful vision was seen by a certain virtuous man. For
he saw a little child lying in the manger lifeless, and he saw the holy man of God go up to it and rouse the child
as from a deep sleep. This vision was not unfitting, for the Child Jesus had been forgotten in the hearts of many;
but, by the working of his grace, he was brought to life again through his servant St. Francis and stamped upon
their fervent memory. At length the solemn night celebration was brought to a close, and each one returned to
his home with holy joy.
The hay that had been placed in the manger was kept, so that the Lord might save the beasts of burden and other
animals through it as he multiplied his holy mercy. And in truth it so happened that many animals throughout
the surrounding region that had various illnesses were freed from their illnesses after eating of this hay. Indeed,
even women laboring for a long time in a difficult birth, were delivered safely when some of this hay was
placed upon them; and a large number of persons of both sexes of that place, suffering from various illnesses,
obtained the health they sought.
Later, the place on which the manger had stood was made sacred by a temple of the Lord, and an altar was built
in honor of the most blessed father Francis over the manger and a church was built, so that where once the
animals had eaten the hay, there in the future men would eat unto health of soul and body the flesh of the lamb
without blemish and without spot, our Lord Jesus Christ, who in highest and ineffable love gave himself to us,
who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God, eternally glorious, forever and ever. Amen.
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Here ends the first book about the life and acts of Blessed FRANCIS."

-Thomas of Celano, Vita prima

