Father Solanus Casey Fraternity April 2016

ORDO FRANCISCANUS SAECULARIS

FATHER SOLANUS CASEY FRATERNITY
VENICE, FLORIDA

Benedictine Sr. Joan Chittister writes:

If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion. -- Dalai Lama

I've written or spoken a good many times about the incivility that unmonitored social media
sites have generated in this country. Someplace along the line we have managed to confuse free-
dom of speech with the freedom to be rude, crude, mean, hurtful or brutal — anonymously.
Secretly.

| grew up in a society where there were some words that were never spoken — in front of
women, in front of children, in public, at a dinner table, in a professional setting, on a telecommunications program
of any kind. But then, little by little, we began to see it painted on back walls of old buildings. And did nothing. Then
we began to accept it in teenage music. And did nothing. Then it showed up in racy “literature.” And we did noth-
ing. Finally, it was everywhere on the streets. And now, it seems, there is very little we can do about it at all.

Where did we lose the idea that freedom of speech is the right to have our speech protected, no matter
what our opinion might be? That does not, however, include the right to libel, slander, and now bully people into
submission. It does not include a license to abuse someone — meaning to call names or threaten harm or talk or
harass those who are different than we are. Physically, socially, or politically. There are statutes against it. So much
for the law. So much for our birthright. So much for the character of the nation. So much for our vaunted ideals of
democracy.

Obviously, given the increase in the amount of outright lies or veiled insults in the public airwaves now, the
threat of the law does not really much restrain an anonymous population, let alone educate it to a more civilized
kind of communication. Those websites that employ monitors with the right to reject that level of so-called
“comments” manage to maintain a higher standard of conversation and insight. But for smaller groups with fewer
resources, the ability to engage that kind of monitor is more likely to threaten the existence of the website itself
than it is to eliminate the problem.

And so we all know that. And so we don’t know what to do about it. Except maybe inspect our own
children’s websites in the hopes of being able to separate them from the adults around them who are even more
childish, and even more crude, than the average adolescent.

But now we have struck a new low. A gutter talk so bad that we don’t want children even to watch the news.
Now it’s our national leadership who are leading the pack. These valiant types who purport to be the role models
of the country. These high-level poohbahs who speak from the Olympian heights of business, politics, and public
service have long ago sliced and diced not only one another but the character of the country itself.

I am in Europe as | write this where their attitude about what they are seeing of us on television is clear but
said in far more elegant, more honest, more caring language than ours for one another. They feel sorry for us. They
wonder what is happening to those decent rank and file citizens, real Christians, genuine intellectuals, committed
activists, genuine patriots who are embarrassed by their own political parties.

Continued on Page 2
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Maybe compassion here and now calls for us to quench this fire at its lowest level — on our comment
boards, in our blogs, in our texts, in our chat rooms. To refuse to read them. To “unlike” all of them. Then,
eventually, it can become unacceptable again to use that kind of language anywhere. Even in our presidential
elections. At the top.

So now we’re split as a country, as a body politic, as a generation. Why? Because we ignored this malignancy
and let it spread. Has it helped us express ourselves? Has it helped us to make our points any better, any more
effectively? Has it brought us to the point of effective political discourse? Has it made us any happier?

The Dalai Lama’s statement says it all: “If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. And we, for our
part, ask ourselves what has happened to us. Where compassion — the ability to really feel for the other, to care
for the other as well as ourselves, to be different than others but never destructive of others — has disappeared.

Sr. Joan Chittister was a prioress with the Benedictine Sisters of Erie, Pennsylvania for 12 years. She writes a
column for the National Catholic Reporter, "From Where | Stand". Chittister holds a master's degree from the
University of Notre Dame and a Ph.D. in speech communication theory from Penn State University. She was also a
research associate of St. Edmund's College, Cambridge University. She writes and speaks on women in the church
and society, human rights, peace and justice, religious life and spirituality.

A past president of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, she is co-chair of the Global Peace
Initiative of Women, a UN-sponsored organization creating a worldwide network of women peacemakers. In 2001,
the Vatican forbade her to speak on discipleship at a women’s ordination conference in Ireland. Chittister spoke
anyway.

Sr. Chittister says that women’s ordination has never been her focus. Penn State University holds the Joan D.
Chittister Literary Archives.

POPE FRANCIS Peace and Justice, Plus Year of Mercy
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Pope Francis has given the world a gift by proclaiming this year as
a Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Pope calls our attention to how we reflect
God's merciful love whenever we are moved to pray for others, forgive
_gt those who harm us and reach out to the imprisoned.
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The American prison system is a $74 billion industry, greater than
@f the total Gross Domestic Product of 133 nations! Most contracts
_ s between state governments and the private corporations that run state

prisons stipulate occupancy quotas, thus requiring states to make
L 5N payment to the corporation for any empty bed. Is it any wonder that we
\ N live in the country with the highest incarceration rate in the world?
\
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4 R Moreover the money that could be allocated to feeding the
\ hungry, ensuring potable water for all peoples or providing adequate

healthcare for the sick is shifted to pay for empty prison beds.

During this Year of Mercy may each of us vow to examine how tax money is being distributed in our national and
state budgets. Does it reflect our priorities in light of our commission as disciples of Jesus to love our neighbor?
Will it serve to transform and empower all those whom we are called to love to live to their God given potential.
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News

Good Book—Good Reading

If you are looing for a good book to read, try

“r- { SONB { a ,”®ylVinny ByynBrisl ighlk 2 V

endorsed by Cardinal Donald Wuerl , of Washington,
D.C. If you have recently read a book and you wish to
share the title and author with your fellow members,
let the editor know and he will communicate your
thoughts in your newsletter.

Pope offers hope to remarried Catholics

Pope Francis offered his most complete airing
yet of the social issues affecting family life,
encouraging his clergy to embrace sinners as well as
saints and extending an olive branch of mercy to
divorced and remarried Catholics long barred from the
highest sacrament of the church: Holy Communion.
We should note that the prohibition on gay marriage is
left in place with no change.

Fifty Years Ago

Fifty years ago the Second Vatican Council
released its document on the importance of religious
freedom, titled Dignitatis Humanae. Today, religious
freedom is seriously restricted in countries around the
world, while at home, much work is being done to
protect our First Amendment right to religious
freedom from erosion. Today, the U.S. Supreme Court
is currently hearing a case whereby the Little Sisters of
the Poor are at center stage.

The Supreme Court decided to tackle the case of
the Little Sisters of the Poor, a group of nuns who
believe, along with some priests, a Roman Catholic
Archdiocese, and several universities, that the
government is compelling them to violate their beliefs.
Their claim: The so-called birth-control mandate of the
Affordable Care Act places a burden on their religious
exercise, even with an accommodation from the
government.

Give the Gift of Hope

For those of us that are so inclined, you may donate
your vehicle to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
Telephone: 800-322-8284

Jordan’s King Abdullah Il will fund the
restoration of Christ’s Tomb in Jerusalem’s
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

Bishop William Shomali, Latin Patriarchal Vicar in
Jerusalem, warmly welcomed the decision of King
Abdullah: “This is excellent news, news of a highly
symbolic character, since the Holy Sepulchre is the
most sacred place for Christians. This decision shows
the kindness of the King towards Christians and his
constant concern to preserve the heritage of
Christianity, including his role as guarantor of the Holy
Places, Christian and Muslim Jerusalem, according to
the Wadi Araba agreement.”

Jordan’s Royal Court informed the Orthodox
Patriarchate of Jerusalem of the “makruma” (Royal
Benefaction) in a letter addressed to His Beatitude
Theophilos Il on 10 April. For his part, the Orthodox
Patriarch praised the generosity of King Abdullah,
recalling how His Majesty remains the faithful guardian
and custodian of Muslim and Christian Holy Places of
Jerusalem.

The Holy Sepulchre, also known as the Basilica of the
Resurrection, has been the holiest site of Christian
pilgrimage since the 4th century.

In Celebration of the Jubilee Year of
Mercy—Come visit the Holy Door

The Holy Door is located in Epiphany Cathedral,
Venice. Visitation and Hours of Operation are:

Monday—Thursday 6:30am —12:00 Noon

Friday 6:30am—7:00pm

Saturday 7:30am—9:30am and
3:00pm—7:00pm

Sunday 6:30am, then closes

after the 5:30pm Mass

Animate Peace

“Therefore, as the holy door remains open because it
is the sign of the welcoming that God himself reserves
for us, so also our door—those of the heart—must
always be open to not exclude anyone. Not even
those that bother me. No one!”

Pope Francis
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Franciscan Saints for the Month of April

Servant of God Caesar of Speyer 16th St. Mary Bernadette Soubirous
Blessed Leopold of Gaiche 17th St. Benedict Joseph Labre
Blessed Gandolph of Binasco 18th Blessed Andrew of Hibernon
St. Benedict, the Moor 19th Blessed Conrad of Ascoli
Blessed John of Penna 20th Blessed Angelo of Chiavasso
Blessed Mary Crescentia Hoess’ 21st St. Conrad of Parzham

Blessed Mary Assunta Pallotta 22nd Blessed Francis of Fabriano
Blessed Julian of St. Augustine 23rd Blessed Giles of Assisi

Blessed William Cufitella 24th St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen
Blessed James Oldo 25th Ven. Francis Ximenez

Servant of God Nicholas of Montecorvino 26th Servant of God Anna of the Holy Cross

Blessed William Ward 27th St. Zita of Lucca

Blessed Innocent of Berzo 28th Blessed Luchesio (Lucius)
Blessed Pica Bourlemont 29th Venerable Paul Heath

Servant of God Nicholas Wiggers 30th St. Joseph Benedict Cottolengo
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ST. FIDELIS OF SIGMARINGEN
Martyr, First Order

Born at Sigmaringen of a prominent family in the principality of Holenzollern, in |
1577. St. Fidelis received the name of Mark in baptism. He was endowed both by "
nature and by grace, so that while he progressed in learning, he made still greater
progress in virtue and piety.

When he had completed his studies in philosophy and jurisprudence at the Univer-

sity of Freiburg in Breisgau, the parents of several young noblemen were looking for a tutor who would
accompany their sons on a tour through the various countries of Europe. The professors at the university
drew their attention to Mark, who qualified for the position by his moral as well as by his mental gifts.
Mark accepted the position, as a result of which he spent six years in traveling. To the young men who
had been entrusted to him he pointed out, not only everything that was noteworthy from a worldly point
of view, but he led them also to the practice of Christian virtue. He himself was to them an exemplary
model.

Upon his return, Mark followed the profession of a lawyer. He was soon much in demand, because
of his ability. But when he noticed that many lawyers, corrupted by money, did violence to justice. And
that an attempt was being made to lure him also into that course, he gave up the dangerous career.

He had an elder brother among the Capuchins; and he, too, joined them in the year 1612. At his
investiture, he received the name Fidelis, the faithful one, and in his address, the superior applied to him
the words of Holy Writ: “Be thou faithful until death, and I will give thee the crown of life” (Apoc. 2,10).
The words were destined to be a prophecy concerning the new candidate in the order. After Fidelis had
completed his studies in theology and had received holy orders, he preached the word of God with great
zeal. Meanwhile, he was a model in all the consensual practices, and evinced such wisdom that a few
years later the superiors appointed him guardian.

In this position he strove earnestly to promote in his subjects religious perfection; he especially
insisted on a strict observance of holy poverty, tolerating no violation of it. But he was stricter with
himself in this regard than with any of his brethren; towards all the others he cherished truly maternal
solicitude and charity. Whenever the salvation of a soul was concerned, no sacrifice was too great.

When he was guardian at Feldkirch, a pestilential disease raged among the soldiers there; at once Father
Fidelis betook himself to them and tendered them every possible service.

In the year 1622, the Congregation of the Propaganda, which has just been founded by Pope
Gregory XV, established a mission for the Grisons in Switzerland, to check the pernicious inroads of the
Calvinists and Zwinglians. Father Fidelis was named the head of this mission. For a long time he had
been begging God daily at holy Mass to grant him the grace to shed his blood for the Faith; now his
prayer was about to be heard. Since Fidelis had the happiest results from the very first months of his
mission activity, the rage of the heretics rose to great heights; his death was resolved upon.

Fidelis was so convinced of it that on the morning of April twenty-fourth at Sevis, he prepared
himself for his last moments.

Continued on Page 7
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Then he mounted the pulpit. During the sermon a band of armed heretics pressed into the church.
They dragged him down from the pulpit, and inflicted so many blows and cuts on him that he died at their
hands. God almighty glorified His martyr by many miracles, where upon Pope Benedict XIV solemnly canon-
ized him in 1746.

Deacon Jim Hanks and Wife Susan Hanks Honored

Reverend Deacon Jim Hanks, our Spiritual Advisor and Mrs. Susan Hanks, recipients of the 2016
Shining Star Lifetime Achievement Award, presented at The Oaks Club on April 9th, represent the best of
the Epiphany Cathedral family through their loving embrace of all things good at the Epiphany Parish and
the Epiphany Cathedral School.

The Award recognizes those who have created a legacy at the parish and school through their
tireless efforts as dedicated stewards of the mission and vision of Catholic education. They truly serve as
God's messenger by bountifully giving of their time, talent and treasure, living in stewardship as the heart
and hands of Christ.

Susan Hanks is a Certified Public Accountant and Partner in the firm of Robinson, Hanks, Young and
Roberts in Venice. Through the years, her volunteer work at Epiphany has included the School Board, the
Home and School Association, The Finance Council, the Stewardship Council, Altar Service, Eucharistic
Minister, Youth CORE and Confirmation Team Member, Sacristan and Lector. In addition, she has been
an active part of many local civic and community endeavors.

Deacon Jim spent more than 30 years with the Venice Police Department, the last six as chief of po-
lice. All the while, he managed time to serve in numerous parish and school capacities including Parish
Council president, Epiphany School Board president, the Finance Committee and Stewardship Council. He
also serves on the Youth Core and Confirmation Teams.

The Fr. Solanus Casey Fraternity is honored to have Rev. Deacon Hanks as our spiritual leader.
Deacon Hanks seldom misses a meeting and always contributes a spiritual message to the success of our
fraternity. Deacon Jim is loved.

i Did You Know...

‘,_“ e’ In the United States and Canada there are more than 5,200 parishes without
their own priest. Increasingly, priests are serving two, three, or more parishes. Please pray for
more holy priests to bring us the sacraments.

)
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Mother Mary Angelica of the Annunciation, PCPA (born Rita Antoinette Rizzo; April 20,
1923 — March 27, 2016), usually known as Mother Angelica, was an American Franciscan nun best
known as a television personality and the founder of both the internationally-broadcast cable
television network Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) and the radio network WEWN.

In 1981, Mother Angelica started broadcasting religious programs from a converted garage
in Birmingham, Alabama. Over the next twenty years, she developed a media network that
included radio, TV, and internet channels as well as printed media. Mother Angelica hosted
shows on EWTN until she had a stroke in 2001. She continued to live in the cloistered monastery
in Hanceville. Alabama, until her death at age 92 on March 27, 2016, Easter Sunday.

Mother Angelica stepped down from control of EWTN in 2000 and handed control to a
board of lay people. In 2001, just after the September 11 terrorist attacks, she had one or several
strokes. She was left with "slightly slurred speech, some unresponsive facial muscles and the
need to wear an eye patch over one eye because she was unable to close the eyelid."

In response to the terrorist attacks, Mother Angelica made a statement expressing empathy
for the victims, praising President Bush's speech to the U.S. Congress and calling for justice on
the conspirators. She went on identifying "pornography, abortion, child prostitution, the spread
of drugs, the destruction of youth by an immoral media and the suppression of religious
expression in public places as 'other' terrorism that must be addressed.”" She condemned
abortion saying it had "deprived the nation of millions of people who would otherwise be there
to defend the nation."

In 2009, Mother Angelica was a recipient of the Pro Ecclesia et Pon tifice Award granted by
Pope Benedict XVI for services to the Catholic Church.

Pray for our Dear Friend, Sister Marie Rasch

Sister Marie Rasch. OFS, had another stroke and is recuperating in Venice
Regional Hospital. Please pray for Marie's rapid recovery. If anyone deserves our
prayers and love it is our friend, Marie. I do not have an update on her status.
When I do, I shall communicate it. Editor
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Franciscan

Peace
Center

Franciscan Peace Center
-promoting active nonviolence
and peacemaking

The Franciscan Peace Center (formerly
known as the Center for Active Nonviolence
and Peacemaking) was created as means
integrating Franciscan spirituality with the
mission of promoting active nonviolence and
peacemaking and advocating for social justice
issues and care for the earth.

Most recently, the Peace Center has
focused on immigration reform, human
trafficking, abolition of the death penalty,
domestic violence and sexual assault, poverty,
environmental concerns, and active
nonviolence.

As I learn more about this Franciscan
Peace Center, I shall inform you.—Editor

Please search out those Catholic
men and woman who may be
potential members of the
Fr. Solanus Casey Fraternity.

April 2016

Peace and Justice

A Prayer to Abolish the Death
Penalty --Sister Helen Prejean, C.S.J.

Used with permission God of Compassion,
You let your rain fall on the just and the
unjust.

Expand and deepen our hearts so that
we may love as You love, even those among
us who have caused the greatest pain by
taking life.

For there is in our land a great cry for
Vengeance as we fill up death rows and kill
the killers in the name of justice, in the name
of peace.

Jesus, our brother, you suffered execu-
tion at the hands of the state but you did not
let hatred overcome you.

Help us to reach out to victims of vio-
lence so that our enduing love may help them
heal.

Holy Spirit of God, You strengthen us in
the struggle for justice. Help us to work tire-
lessly for the abolition of state-sanctioned
death and to renew our society in its very
heart so that violence will be
no more. Amen.

Note: Helen Prejean was born

in Baton Rouge, Louisiana She

joined the Sisters of Saint Josep
of Medaille in 1957. Thisreligious order is now
known today as the Congregation of St. Joseph
She t he

Ma n

contributed to

Wal ki ng. v
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Richard Rohr’s Meditation
Changing Our Minds

People who are in early stage religion usually love the "two steps backward"
quotes in the Bible. They seem to be drawn toward anything that's punitive,
shame-based, exclusionary of "wrong" people, or anything that justifies the
status quo, which just happens to be keeping them on top socially, economically, and
religiously. They start by thinking that's what religion is about--maintaining order and social control.
They see God as a glorified Miss Manners.

Once you idealize power and being at the top, you tend to emphasize the almighty, all-powerful
nature of God, who is made into the Great Policeman in the sky to keep us all under control (or at least
everybody else under control!). Frankly, you are totally unprepared for Jesus. He is a scandal and
a disappointment.

Now you see how revolutionary God's "new idea," revealed in Jesus, really is. Suddenly we have
a God who is anything but a police officer. This God finds grace for those who break the law and finds
life and freedom among the lepers and the sinners who do not have good manners. This is now an
upside down universe (Acts 17:6). | am sad to say most Christians have yet to participate in this Divine
Revolution.

Mature religious people, that is, those who develop an actual inner life of prayer and outer life of
service, tend to notice and imitate the "three steps forward" quotes in the Bible. First they change
their life stance, and then they can be entrusted with the Bible. For all others who will not change their
idealization of dominative power, the Bible is merely used as self-serving information and ammunition
against others. It actually would be better if we did not read the Bible until we undergo a conversion.

Only converted people, who are in union with both the pain of the world and the love of God, are
prepared to read the Bible--with the right pair of eyes and the appropriate bias, which is from the side
of powerlessness and suffering instead of the side of power and control. This is foundational and
essential conversion. The Greek word metanoia, poorly translated as "repent" in the Bible (Matthew
3:2, Mark 1:15), quite literally means "to change your mind." Until the mind changes the very way it
processes the moment, nothing changes long term. "Be transformed by a renewal of your mind," Paul
says (Romans 12:2), which hopefully will allow the heart to soon follow.

Adapted from Richard Rohr, Gospel Call for Compassionate Action (Bias from the Bottom) in
CAC Foundation Set (CAC: 2007) Richard Rohr, O.F.M. (born 1943) is a Franciscan friar ordained to the
priesthood in the Roman Catholic Church in 1970.
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Cathedrals — Around the World

Roman Catholic Cathedral in Los Angeles, California

Cardinal Roger Mahony, Archbishop José Horacio
Gomez, is presently the 5th
Archbishop of the
Archdiocese of Los
Angeles, California

<

Cardinal Emeritus -

Archdiocese of Los
Angeles, CA—

Served 1985-2011

<

Standing in the midst of downtown Los Angeles, the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels
serves the total Archdiocese of over 5 million Catholics. As the heart of all 287 Parish Churches
and communities, it is the place where the Archbishop celebrates the major Liturgies of the year
with clergy, religious and laity.

The Cathedral serves as a "model Church for all Parish Churches" in the style and content of
its liturgical celebrations. In design, art and furnishings, the Cathedral is rich in cultural diversity in
a city in which Sunday Mass is celebrated in 42 different languages. In these first nine years, the
Cathedral has welcomed countless pilgrims and visitors. It is said to be the most modern church
in North America. Cardinal Roger Mahony's decision to rebuild the Los Angeles Cathedral in
such elaborate and postmodern architecture has drawn great criticism. Many argued that a
church of that size and expense was unnecessary, overly-elaborate and money could have been
better spent on social programs

The cathedral features a mausoleum in its lower level. The mausoleum contains 1,270 crypts
and 4,746 columbarium niches for burials. Proceeds from the sale of memorials and burial spaces
are placed in an endowment fund for financial stability of the cathedral. All past ordinaries of the
archdiocese are memorialized in the mausoleum, including a future burial site for Cardinal Roger
Mahony, and the remains of several ordinaries and auxiliary bishops who died before the cathe-
dral was built were transferred there. The tomb of Saint Vibiana was transferred to the cathedral
from its previous location above the altar at the Cathedral of Saint Vibiana;

Archbishop José Horacio Gomez is the fifth Archbishop of Los Angeles. On April 6, 2010,
Archbishop José H. Gomez was appointed Coadjutor Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles, California, by Pope Benedict XVI. On February 27, 2011, he was installed

Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He is the first Hispanic to serve as Archbishop of
Los Angeles, as well as the highest-ranking Hispanic bishop in the United States.

11
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Necrology

Fraternity Members
Who Died in the
Month of April
8th Patrick Devine
8th Elaine Brigandi
9th Jane Quinn

18th Virginia Conway

24th Josephine Valence

May they rest in peace.

Medjugorje - Our Lady's Message — for April

"Dear children,

My coming to you is a gift from the Heavenly Father for you. Through His love |
am coming to help you to find the way to the truth, to find the way to my Son. | am
coming to confirm the truth to you. | desire to remind you of the words of my Son. He
pronounced words of salvation for the entire world, the words of love for everyone -
that love which He proved by His sacrifice.

But even today, many of my children do not know Him, they do not want to
come to know Him, they are indifferent. Because of their indifference my heart suffers
painfully. My Son has always been in the Father. By being born on earth He brought the
divine and from me received the human. With Him the word came among us. With Him
came the light of the world which penetrates hearts, illuminates them and fills them
with love and consolation. My children, all those who love my Son can see Him, be-
cause His face can be seen through the souls which are filled with love for Him.

Therefore, my children, my apostles, listen to me. Leave vanity and selfishness.
Do not live only for what is earthly and material. Love my Son and make it so that oth-
ers may see His face through your love for Him. | will help you to come to know Him all
the more. | will speak to you about Him. Thank you."

o APRIL
IROFESSION ANNIVERSARIES

NONE

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

MARY BISSONETTE—APRIL 21
SHIRLEY SZAROWICK —APRIL 27




MEETING DATES AND HOSPITALITY ASSIGNMENTS

May 2016 Council Meeting Saturday, May 7th Soy Building, Room 110
9:15am
Fraternity Meeting Sunday, May 15th Soy Building, Room 107
2:00pm
Hospitably Roger and Agnes Reid
June 2016 Council Meeting Saturday, June 4th Soy Building, Room 110
9:15am
Fraternity Meeting Sunday, June 19th Soy Building, Room 107
2:00pm
Hospitably TBA

“Let Us Pray For All Veterans
Living and Deceased”

Just pray for one Blessed,
Venerable, Servant of God or Saint
on his or her anniversary date.

Pax et

In this way because many BOnum

Franciscan members may not know
of them or never heard of them
they will be remembered and
perhaps they will pray over you.
It's worth a try.

Remember that our fraternity does not meet each year during the months of
July and August. Also, our fraternity newsletter will not be printed in July and
August.
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