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The Minister’s Message s, ors

Howdy, Friend!

September is one of my favorite months, because that’s when we lay Franciscans get back
in harness at our Lay Third Order meetings. (My other favorite months, by the way, are
October, November, December, January, February, March, April, May, June, July and
August.©)

Quick question: When was the last time you were in Africa? What?! Never been there?!
Me, t0o.© So maybe we can’t board a plane headed for the African continent anytime soon,
but we can go there vicariously via computer whenever we want, and there’s something
about vicarious travel that I've always enjoyed. (And the price is right, right? Right!©)

It would cost a pretty penny to go to Africa, but to send rosarieshere can be done for a
pittance (okay, a pittance and a half, or as my beloved Mom from the Emerald Isle would
say, “It’s hardly more than a tuppence.” Of course, back in my mother’s day a tuppence
was worth a lot more than a tuppence of today, that is if tuppences were still being used
today. Hey, enough tuppence talk, eh?! ©

When | recently read about sending rosaries to our dear brothers and
sisters in Africa, my heart leapt for joy!

The article | read, written by Ben Broussard in Crusade Magazjne
talked about the Rosary Project for Africa. Long story short: When
several thousand rosaries were distributed to parishes in Cameroon, parishioners

there took to the streets and passed the rosaries out to passers-by. The results were
phenomenal! As the author of the magazine article said, “The pastors of the parishes
reported that they have been inundated with requests for baptisms, instruction in the
faith, and for entry into the Church from vast numbers of non-Catholics never previously
evangelized.” The author added: “Much work is still to be done with the project, as
requests for more rosaries continue to come in from across the continent.”

Friend, maybe our St. Anthony Lay Franciscan Fraternity can get on board with the
Rosary Project for Africa! Or at least individual members could send rosaries to Africa!
And let’s spread the word even beyond our St. Anthony Fraternity, perhaps in our own
parishes and elsewhere.

Even this very moment, we can get going on sending rosaries to Africa! Of course, even
rosaries with a lot of “mileage” on them can be included in the Rosary Project, so allow
me to give you the address where to send rosaries:

Rosary Project for Africa

Mr. Remigius Kinta

11223 Columbia Pike

Silver Spring, MD 20901-4508

God love you, dear Friend.

AF.AX
Joe Halloran, OFS

Minister *A Friend Always
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Sanctify yourself
andiyou will
saqchtikfy the world.

.com/VercillosCatholicStore

September 17, Feast of the Sacred Stigmata of Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi

Early in August, 1224, Francis retired with three compan-
ions to "that rugged rock 'twixt Tiber and Arno", as Dante
called La Verna, there to keep a forty days fast in prepara-
tion for Michaelmas. During this retreat the sufferings of
Christ became more than ever the burden of his medita-
tions; into few souls, perhaps, had the full meaning of the
Passion so deeply entered.

It was on or about the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
(14 September) while praying on the mountainside, that he
beheld the marvelous vision of the seraph, as a sequel of
which there appeared on his body the visible marks of the
five wounds of the Crucified which, says an early writer,
had long since been impressed upon his heart.

Brother Leo, who was with St. Francis when he received
the stigmata, has left us in his note to the saint's autograph
blessing, preserved at Assisi, a clear and simple account of
the miracle, which for the rest is better attested than
many another historical fact.

The saint's right side is described as bearing on open
wound which looked as if made by a lance, while through
his hands and feet were black nails of flesh, the points of
which were bent backward.

After the reception of the stigmata, Francis suffered in-
creasing pains throughout his frail body, already broken by
continual mortification. For, condescending as the saint
always was to the weaknesses of others, he was ever so
unsparing towards himself that at the last he felt con-
strained to ask pardon of "Brother Ass", as he called his
body, for having treated it so harshly. Worn out, moreo-
ver, as Francis now was by eighteen years of unremitting
toil, his strength gave way completely, and at times his
eyesight so far failed him that he was almost wholly blind.

Taken from Catholic Encyclopedia

Happy Birthcay!
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Melinde Nene 10/26

& Profession Anmiversary

Kathryn Maynard 10/16/11
Susan Pivec 10/16/11
Frederic Wheeler 10/16/11

Goodic Table

Assigned to bring refreshments for the
October Fraternity meeting:

Michael Mendez
Barbara Oshesky
Elena Starr
Elizabeth Wincelowicz

Please pray for...

A special prayer for Pope Francis’ journey to Cuba and to the
US. We also pray for his visit to the Congress and with our
President. Bless him and keep him safe from all harm. For all the
people who will be traveling to see him.

Pray for an end to abortion and an end to Planned Parenthood
and all unborn children in this world.

Pray for all our first responders, especially for our
policemen who have been targeted as the bad guys.

Pray for all Christians in this world, especially for those who are
being persecuted.

For Sale:

Close to Gainesville: ldeal for Franciscan Retirement/
Retreat Center. 5 Acres of Land in Archer FL, zoned for
business and agriculture Lovely nature area, deer,
hummingbirds, butterflies, and more. Road in.  $60,000
call Polly OFS 727-455-7716

Congratul at
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Message from the
Formation Director

by Jim Prior, OFS

We’ve been busy over the summer continuing our
schedule of formation sessions. All have made progress
towards profession.

At our September meeting we will hold a welcome to
candidacy for these inquires: Phyllis Hall, Priscilla Romano
and Marty Roache. We're so pleased to present them to
you and the whole fraternity.

During our November meeting we will have a profession
ceremony for those people who have worked long and
hard under the direction of Susan Pivec. They are: Cheri
Jenner, Cindy Marks and Michael Mendez. Our hearts go
out to them as they become professed members of our
fraternity.

Five other candidates, Loretta Johnston, Cathy
Chrzanowski, Melinde Nene, Joy Richards, and Nancy
Merigliano have been meeting over the summer and
making progress in the formation manual. They should be
professed in the spring of 2016.

Please congratulate all those in formation. We are very
proud of them. Special thanks to Susan Pivec, Rosalie
Coyne, Fred Wheeler and David Grissett for their roles in
the formation program.

THE FRANCISCAN WAY
Is the way of the Gospel
From Bethlehem’s manger
To Calvary’s cross
(and all in between)

From the wedding at Cana
To the sermon on the mount.
From the healing miracle
To the storm at sea.

From the feeding of the multitudes
To the Eucharist of the Last Supper.
From Gospel to Life
And Life to Gospel
One day at a time
One moment at a time
Time/Jesus
Devoted to Jesus
For He is the way

The only way!

By Jim Prior

Francis and Clare of Assisi

Early Documents

The Prayer before the Crucifix

Introduction

While Thomas of Celano and Saint Bonaventure charac-
terize the early years of Francis's life as a struggle to dis-
cern God's will, the author of The Legend of the Three
Companions, according to two manuscripts |, summarizes
Francis's yearnings in this simple prayer and places it on
his lips as he kneels before the Crucifix of the crumbling
church of San Damiano in Assisi. The prayer may have
been influenced by the liturgical opening prayer of the
Eucharistic liturgy 2. This version of the prayer is based
on the simple text found in the majority of Latin manu-
scripts. As it became more popular, the prayer was em-
bellished and lost some of its simplicity.

Source

Most High,
glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my heart
and give me
true faith,
certain hope,

and perfect charity,
sense and knowledge,
Lord,
that | may carry out
Your holy and true command.
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